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* that the Aiab Jemadars wcie all Ins mortal enemies, and
' that they would not permit lum to convei&e freely The
' mission soon after retired ' Major Walker was afterwards
informed by the Muharaja's confidant, Mungul Pareekh, that
it was a religious feeling which made him silent when ques-
tioned respecting the confinement of Kanhojee He had con-
tinued to consider the imprisonment of his brother as a crime,
and an act of impiety, notwithstanding the public necessity for
it, and when the event first happened he had allowed his beard
to grow as a sign of mourning, and had foi a long period
afflicted himself with mortifications
The Gmkowar government, as it appeared to Major Walker,
was in so absolute a state of weakness and disorder, that it must
have dissolved, unless, strengthened by external support The
confusion of authorities, and the misery thereby entailed upon
the people, were hardly to be conceived—nothing but the
absence of order everywhere prevailed , the pay of all depart-
ments was in arrears , the country was mortgaged to money-
lenderss who collected from it what they pleased, a single
mercenary leader travelled about with more authority than the
prince , and an armed aristocracy had possessed themselves of
the government, holding the Muharaja himself completely under
their control, while, from their own administrative incapability,
they were, in their turn, wholly in the hands of the bankers
The expenditure, at this tune, of the Gmkowar government
exceeded its means by four or five lakhs of rupees during the
year The minister, Rowjee Appajee, was a person fitted by
his acuteness and prudence for the management of public
business, but he had been familiar with revolutions, having
witnessed or taken part in the changes that, during forty
years, had shaken the numerous branches of the Mahratta
empire His character had thus become tinged with suspicion,
his caution degenerated sometimes into timidity, he was not
at liberty to pursue his own plans, and wanted firmness to
wrest their usurped power from the Arab officers He appeared
sometimes to distrust the intentions of the British, while, at
others, he exhibited a degree of candour and openness in his
conversation which had all the appearance of security. The
DeewSn was said to be frequently too communicative, and to

